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took up the chindonja trade and brought their
instruments along," explained Mr. Hirai who also
teaches his pupils the proper methods of model-
ling the amazing costumes he designs and to parti-
cipate as banner men. Sometimes Mr. Hirai has
gone to the heights of ensemble work by creating
a chorus number for the banner men so that two
or three jig around at the same time. "But that's
for terribly special occasions only/3 said Mr. Hirai
impressed with his own genius.
At the time Mr. Hirai entered the profession
there was a training school for chindonja. But now
the school is closed and the whole profession has
become an in-and-out affair for those seeking to
earn money temporarily and quickly. The aver-
age man usually sticks to the profession less than
two years, but Mr. Hirai is different, he is in it for
life, he assured me.
"I think Fll be in the upper ranks when things
improve because half of the chindonja men have
quit since the China Incident; people aren't adver-
tising so much and lots of men have gone into
war industries. Three years ago there were at
least 1600 cbindonja workers; I know because I
attended the convention we held at Ueno Park/*
Costume designing gives Mr. Hirai the krgest
scope for his artistic aspirations. At present he